Management of growth delay in patients aged less than 6 years.
The BEACH program, a continuous national study of general practice activity in Australia, gives us an overview of consultations in general practice involving the management of growth delay. "Growth delay" encompasses physical problems such as "failure to thrive" and "delayed physical development" in infants and children. Over 80% of encounters at which growth delay was managed were with patients aged less than 6 years, so we have concentrated our analysis on this early childhood group. This provides a backdrop against which articles in this issue of Australian Family Physician can be further considered.